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PREFACE 
E Reader is here pfeſenttd * 
ſome Remains of an Excellent an 

| = Judicious Perſon; whoſe Name is 
Speern well Known by thoſe many Uſes 
it and Practical Diſcouries, which he priti- 
ted in his Life time; and the good Acteps 
tance which his former Writings have et 
with from Perſons of all Ranks, will help. 
to recommend the 1 Diſcoutſes; 
which the Reader may be aſſured ate the 
Genuine Works of the ſame Reverend Au- 
thor, and ſuch as were defign'd by him fot 
re 
In thefe; as well as in his former Wri⸗ 
tings, che Author has given us a Taſt of 
hir good Skill in making Things Plain and 
edly; Petſpicoity, and good Senle, were 
the things he had chieffy in view in all his 
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The PREFACE. 
Compoſitions, as beſt accommodate to his 
principal Aim of making them uſeful to the 
meaneſt Reader: And though ſometimes he 
may ſeem to ſtoop too low in Condeſcen- 
tion to their weaker Capacities; yet, on 
that ſcore, it is preſum d that his Diſcourſes 
may be as Inſtructive and Edifying, and do 
as much good, as thoſe which do carry 
greater Beauty and Ornament in Compoſi- 
tion and Stile, though nothing more of 
true Piety and Senſe, along with them © 

1 ng 


yet we may venture to. lay, that 
Qualities of a Chriſtian Writer, to TE 


is wanting to our Author in all the go 
mend his Works to the, more Judicious 
Impartial, and to render them ver 
to the World. But that, a el 
culiarly xecqmmend them i 
ſtrein of Piety and Go 
through the Greral Park of th = 
ly, lets us, ſee not only. bis Silla; 
ment, bur; his thorough F celing and. b. 1 
rience of thoſe many D Tears en 
he has handled;; ſo t bop 25 may, ru 4 
of him, that he was ble $ wk pe- 
culiar Privilege, of letting his Reader; into f 
the Secrets of his heart, as well as — the 


arne of. bis Arguments. WE, n 
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He endeayours F alot a 4 ſet 7 jon 
in the cleareſt dg 2 and . 
the moſt ageceable ad ractonal Repeolegrr 
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tions of it; frequently expoſing: thoſe Do- 
ctrines which al ctibe'too much, or too little, 
co humane Rea on, ſuch as eütber render 
Kelle jon very Mall, or leſs amiable, to 
Creatures endüd with Reaſon, and _ 
Witt, '6 lach $ Endeavour | to. ſuit and a- 


| ity 
4 125 he x more 8 0 in view, 


on Te JEL 577 the q wept o- 


dae ceprical 'crions, ye. 0 ſmall Di- 
e to 


88 an; therefore ſet 
himſelf to opj 0 chem with. all his Might, 
ally of oMpos' Rveral excellent reat? 905 to 
that purpoſe, Beſidles his latte ook, calld 
the Centile Sinner, writ in his younger Veats, 
and Which hath been ſo well teceiv d in the 
World; he hath; publiſh” d ſome other Books, 
to Vindicate 4 755 great Truths of our Reli- 
gion, and o a expoſe ch Folly of Atheiſm. ;. 
5 00 one upon the latter Subject, 5 
ati 9575 the 1 to the Capacity of 
the moi oft Un rang Reader, as it is truly 
ſet. fo 0 "in, 7 itle Fa ge. of. the ſame. 
Boo 5; al 2 the. F re face to. it, he ob-,, 
lerſes . 103 Vidtcquue of nor £311 
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The PREFACE _ 
© That the abounding of all ſorts of Wick: 

* edneſs and Prophanels, and the great In-. 

* dulgence People give every where to them- 

** ſelves in all manner of Vice and Vanity; 

© their detiding of ſetious Piety, mocking 

at a conſcientious Strictneſs, and Regu- 

© larity of Life, and even glorying in their 

<* own Sins, which they Know to be againſt 

* the plaineſt Laws of God, and threatned 

© by him with no leſs than Eternal Dam- 
nation; ſeem'd to him a moſt evident 

Sign, that Men do not teally believe that 

there is a God, and therefore thought 

© Diſcoutſes againſt Atheiſm very needful : 

And till Men were thoroughly convinc'd 

© that there is a God over them, though 

| * poſſibly by forte they may be kept from 
J doing ſome ſorts of Evil, they can ne- 

hs —. e reform d, or perſivaded to be 
„good. 1 . I ae 
Diſcourſes againſt Atheiſm have employ- 
ed many learned Pens, and the Arguments 
produced againſt it, are uſually fetch d from 
the Fountains and Treaſures of 142 i 

which are generally too abſttuſe and e ifs 
cult for Men of ordinaty Capacities to un- 
derſtand : But becauſe otit Author obſerv d 
that ſuch wicked Principles began to ſptead 
among the ordinary ſort of common People, 
and that many were inſected and poiſon d 
with them, he purpoſely compoſed: his 
Treatiſe againſt Atheilm for their Uſe, be- 
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The PREFACE. 
ing ſenſible, © That Men of weaker Utis. 


« derſtandings, ſtand in need of ſhort and 
« plain Diſcourſes, ſuch as they can from 
*« their neceſſary Buſineſs get time to read, 
and ſuch as reading they are able to un- 
derſtand; and for their ſakes did he pub- 
liſh that plain and uſeful Treatiſe above- 
mention 


Thoſe other Books which he liv'd to pub- 
liſh, are no leſs excellent in their kind ; and 
among thoſe I will crave leave to mention 
a little. one, which he choſe to be diſtin- 
gas by in ſome of his later Diſcourles, 

iled the Summ of Chriſtianity, which is de- 
ſervedly reckoned one of the beſt of its kind, 
that was eyer printed ; and hath been dis 


ſtributed, in -grear Numbers among the 


poorer ſort of People in this, and other 
Counties, together with his Scripture Ca- 
techiſm, no leſs excellent, in that judicious 
and pertinent Application of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to the ſeveral parts of the Church 
Catechiſm. Theſe Books were deſign'd 
for common Uſe and Benefit, and to be 
purchas d at an eaſy Price for the poorer 


ſort of People; and which, in a. great mea- 


ſure, did fully anſwer. che Expectation of 
ou ae ſeveral Impreſſions made 
0 b. em. EI aft n:53d0 > n 
The Reader ſhall be troubled with uo far- 
ther; Account of his Treatiſes, which he 
bert pub. 
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publiſhed in his Life. Sbme Account muſt 

now given of-what is here, or ſhall heres, 
IEEE nne, 


b . * 


He muſt, in the firſt place, be informd, 
that there was a Deſign above a Year ago 
to print theſe Diſcourſes; with ſeveral o- 
thers, by a Subſcription, and Propoſals were 
made accordingly, which met with good 
Encouragement ; but ſome Difference after- 
wards atiſing concerning the ſame berwixt 
the Bookſeller and Editor, it hath been re- 
ſolved to lay afide the Subſcription, and to 
publiſh this Volume of our Authors Wotks 
to take its fate; and if it meets with a 
kind Acceptance from the Publick, a ſecond 
Volume will immediately follow, no leſs 
perfect than this, if not more Correct, be- 
cauſe it will conſiſt of ſuch Diſcourſes, that 
ſome time ago were Licens'd for the Preſs 
by the Reverend Dr. Barter and Dr. Iſbam, 
though the printing of them was ſulpendet 
2 Ee Bee FUR 


As to theſe Diſcourſes upon the Pa⸗ 
tables, which are now offer d, the Rea- 
der ſhall not be prepoſſeſs d with any parti- 


2 


cular Account, or Commendation ot them; 
it is hoped that they will be able to fpeak 
for themſelves, and obtain his Favour and 
good Acceptance. And ' tho” tlie Subj | 
matterof theſe Parables has been very well 
| ies handled 
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backs by ther riters, yet, the great. 
4 by te aut Author h my taken in his 
Expicaton 'of 1 0 may; or br | 
aptep e 6 a of thole Which have 

Ae 

"Tho hate ta uber nde if not 
moſt of the other, Parables 3 but they be- 

ing lefs 1 3 ang. intire, the Publication 

oem will e ſuſpended, if act total 
omitted. | 


geh 1 the Gar Tracts which may Com- 
olume, they will conſiſt 
23 7 ige D 5150 Ire, Entituled, The great 
4 G, ; or, the, Neceſſity and 
r of working out. his Salvation, divided 
into feyeral Chapters ; and a large and moſt 
excellent Diſco of Communicating often 
8 in the Holy Sacran ent "of the Lord's Supper, 
: which our Author deſign' d ſhou'd be prin- 
| ted together ; and.if theſe ſhould not be 
ſufficient | to make up the Second Volume, 
one or two of thaſe Sermons, which were 
mention d in the former printed rc 
| will be Annex d to them. | 


There will be a third Volume of Sermons, 

. if not a fourth, upon practical Subjects, 
which had been fairly tranſcrib'd for the 
| Preſs by the worthy Author. All which 
N will be Printed in due time, if the Publiſher 
meet 


CEE 
Ws 


' The 7 R EFACE. Halbe 
meet with Encouragement. Beſides thoſe. 
che Author, in che laſt Year of his Life, 
writ. a large and full Explication of the. 
Church Catechiſm, and which he. ſiniſſi d 
with great care and exactneſs, and leſt it to 

the Conſideration of ſome of his Brethren 
of the Clergy, whether it ſhould be made 
Y which has been ſo well ap-- 


: 


publick; and 

rov'd by thoſe that have perus'd'it, that 
it is likely to ſee the Light, and be publiſh'd. 
by its ſelf. MI 


, The Reader being thus briefly acquainted. | 
with what may be expected from the Po- 


| he belong d. 5 8 4. 
He was born ar Roſe Caſtle in Cumberland 
| in the 'Year of our Lord 1633, when the 
| Pious and Learned Dr. Potter was Biſhop. 
| of Carliſle, who had been Tutor to his Fa- 
| | ther in Queens College in Oxford, and after- 
| 


wards brought him to Roſe Caſte, to manage 
3 concerns of his Temporal Eſtate, and 
which he did with that Fidelity, as to pro- 
| cure much fayour and reſpect from the ſaid.” 
| Bifhop. | | Ce Bite 
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His Son Clemeyt being Born at this place: 
the good Biſhop was one of his Godfa- 
thers, and took care to have him Educated 
in his Family, which moſt probably laid the 
Foundation of that Pigty and Goodneſs 
which were ſo eminently picuous in 
him, and the early Impreſſions. which he 
receiy'd from the Biſhop in matters of Re- 
ligion, was that which he eſtcem'd the pecy- 
liar Bleſſing of his Life. . 


The Biſhop dying at the beginning 
of the Civil War, Mr. Ellis, the Father, kept 
ſſeſſion of Roſe Caſtle for the King, and 
defended it for ſome conſiderable time againſt 
the Rebels; bur at Jaſt was forc'd to ſurren- 
der. it at Diſcretion, and was long detain'd 
Priſoner for his firm Adherence to the Royal 
Cauſe. He ſuffered very much in his own. 
Eſtate, and which rendred him incapable of 
ſending his Son to Oxford, Whither he was. 
deſign d, and when, by Age and other Qua- 
lifications, it was time for him to be admit- 
ted in that Univerſity. But it ſo providen- 
tially fell out, that the Reverend Mr Barlow 
( afterwards Biſhop of Lincoln) and Mr. 
Tully, Fellows of Queens College in Oxford, 
came to viſit their Friends in Cumberland, 
and finding the great ſtreights which their 
old Friend, and Fellow Collegian, was then 
reduced to, and his utter Incapacity of 
maintaining his Son in the Univerſity (ha- 
+ val ving 


4 Eo ag” 


| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in their X olle e d tm 
1 


_ rhor's Suffetin 


 MNOPRBRACK 
ving many younger Children beſide 
ring many back with — 


and, in a ver 10 
ded . A; Kolk of fleh A Fl, 


er Head of the lege, De. 7s 

which he found the e of. 17 eb 
ceid'd ſeveral Prefents of Gold towards his 
Subliſtence there froim Uhknown. 5 88 


with Anonymous Letters to certify hat 
thoſe Gifts —— 1 _ 


plcrptipy ofa of bi 

goes in pes Keen EEE : 
ets he rectived both-beforc and 

— — Orders, withour his 


Near whence they Ain? dure ch 
Re 


ratiom of the Church? ad Royal 0 
ty, he had ſome reaſon believe 
came from Dr. Taylor and 0 dh, be. 

ing part of thoſe Collections 7 
put into their Hands by cha le and Hef 
diſpoſed Perſons, for the" p a and Eu; 


uragement of Sufferin | 
5 5 t 11 0 25 > ON + ny 


He hazi-oliew nefithvif dr: thoſe? Favours 
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bert gouilwell, a worthy Member ofthe ſaid 
College, and at whoſe Requeſt” he publiſh 
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ing in the ſaid College, after ſome ſree and 


ingenuous Diſcourſe among them, Mr. EA 


was deſired to give the Character of a Gen- 


tleman, which he did, without premeditati- 
on, in ſome entertaining manner to the Com- 
pany. He was deſired afterwards to put his 
Thoughts into writing upon that Subject, 


and which he immediately went about, 
whilſt his Fancy was warm, and ſat up the 
whole Night: The next Day he preſented 
his Papers to them, which were ſhown to 


his Tutor, and ſo well approved of by him, 


that he put him upon a Review of the ſame, 


in order to print them. When this Work 


was performed by him, he was not above 


four Years ſtanding in the Univerſity, in 
which he gave an carly Specimen of his Wit, 
as well as Underſtanding in Sacred Matrers, 
and what benefit the Church might expect 


from him hereafcer. 


His time at the Vaiverſity was wholly 


Dedicated to ſtudy, and innocent Converſa- 


tion, which he much delighted in:- His 
Learning and Parts were publickly taken 
notice of, and which, in a ſhort time, pro- 
cured him a Fellowſhip in Queen's Col- 
lege, which he was a Credit and Honour 
ro. 
He was ordained by Dr. Sinner, the then 
Deprived Biſhop of Oxford, at his Houſe in 
Langton near Oxford, on the 10th of m__ 

a er- 


i 
ber 1656, and afterwards became a conſtant 
Preacher either at St. Peter's in the Eaſt, or 
at Abington, till the Year 1660, when the 
Lord William, then Marqueſs, afterward 
Duke of Newcaſtle took him to be his Do- 
meſtick Chaplain, upon the recommendati- 
on of Dr. Morley and Dr. Barlow. | 


' His grave and prudent Deportment procu- 
red no {mall Reputation to him-in thar Noble 
Family, and where the greateſt Perſonages 
in it would ſuffer themſelves to be reproved 
by the Chaplain when any thing was ſpo- 
ken or done amiſs; a Freedom rarely to be 
met with in this Licencious Age.) This he 
hath been often heard to ſay. | 


Here, without much Digreſſion, may be 
related a certain paſlage, which ſome of his 
Friends, and particularly thoſe of his Fami- 
ly, were well acquainted with. 


That a certain Gentleman of extraordina- 
ry Note, then dining with the Marqueſs, 
according to his uſual Talent, was ſcatter- 
ing ſome prophane Jelts againſt the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation, and the Bleſſed - Author of 
it, and in Sceptical way denying the ſame, 
Sc. Tlie Marqueſs ſpoke to his Chaplain 
to reply to him; which at firſt he modeſtly 
way'd, and ſaid, that if the Gentleman was 
in earneſt, he would endeavour to give him 

1958 
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Satisfaction at a more ſeaſonable time, in 


thoſe Points he pretended to doubt of, and 
not then, when they were at Dinner ; btic 


being urged by the faid Gentleman, who 


went on with his Diſcourſe, Mr. E/:s told 
him, that he ſhould be likely to offend him 
by that Reply, which he judg'd then ne- 
ceſſary to make. The Gentleman giving 
free Liberty of Speech, and promiſing to 
take nothing amiſs, Mr, Ellis ſaid, that he 
would anſwer him, or do ſomething towards 
it, by putting ſome Queſtions to him, which 
he crav d a direct Anſwer to- The 
firſt * was — Do you know your 
ſelf to be Sir — — To which he an- 
ſwer d, That he doubted of that, or might 
do fo. The ſecond Queſtion was, 
— [hether he knew that he was then 
Talking with him, and asking, the former Que- 
ſtion > To which he Haſwer'd in the Ne- 
gative. Mr. Ellis then thought fir to put 
an end to the Diſpute by telling him, that 
when Sir.. . ſhould come to know 
himſelf to be ſo, and ſo far return'd to his 
Underſtanding and Senſes as to be convinc'r 
that he was then talking with him, and ask- 
ing thoſe Queſtions, it would be time to diſ- 
pute more ſerious Matters, and not before. 
The Gentleman ſaid he was rude and un- 


mannerly, which the Marqueſs deny'd, from 


the Liberty of Speech before grante 
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So nice are we of ourown Honour, and fo 
regardleſs of God's, 


This was a ſmart Reply, as well as Re- 
buke, to a Perſon that was too prone to 
play upon Sacred Things, to turn them to 
Jeſt and Ridicule, and to pretend to act the 
part of the Sceptick, (who doubrs of every 
thing) upon all occaſions. Yet another 
part of this Story muſt not be omitted, more 
honourable for the ſaid Gentleman, who 
having, at the ſame time, a very good Li- 
ving vacant, made a tender of it the next 
Morning to Mr. Ellis, in a Letter, or by a 
Meſſage to the Marquiſs: (no doubt in 
conſideration of Mr. Fl/is's merit, as well 
as his own Unworthineſs, in ridiculing the 
Sacred Truths of our Religion the day be- 
fore ) But the Marquiſs would not let him 
Accept of this Preferment, hoping, in fome 
ſhort time, to make as good Proviſion for 
him. As this was an Argument of the Gen- 
tleman's Ingenuity and good Nature, ſo it 
gives hope to believe, that his Principles 
were better than his Talk, and his ſerious 
Thoughts very different from his witty or 
looſer Expreſſions in Converſation. And 
when the {ame Perſon came to Die ( as a Re- 
verend Perſon then attending him harh Wir- 
neſſed ) he declared, that he always believ d 
the Truth of Chriſtian Revelation, and Jeſus 
Criſt ro be the Meſſiah, notwithſtanding a- 

ny 
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ny ſeeming Oppoſition given to them by 
way of Diſcourſe, for which he highly 
blamed himſelf, and begg'd of God to par- 


don it. 


= 


It is to be Wiſh'd, That our bold Retai- 
ners to Atheiſm or Deiſm, v ould more le- 
riouſly conſider from this Example, what 
they are doing, and not to inſult our Holy 
Religion in ſo rude a manner, as they do ; 
from the Example of a Perſon, that had as 
great a ſhare of Wit and Underſlanding, as 
any of them can pretend to, and who was 
advanced to great Honour, and Eminent 
Stations in the Government, ſome Years be- 
fore his Deach. 


God grant that they may repent of this 
their Wickedneſs in time (as we hope that 
Great Man did) and that ſuch Blaſphemers 
of the Truth, and Impugners of our Faith, 
may be more eſfectually reſtrain d by thoſe 
that have Authority to do it; and that it 
may not riſe up in Judgment againſt the 
preſent Generation, for permitting ſuch vile 
Wretches with ſuch an Air of Confidence 
and Boaſting, to expoſe and ridicule that 
Religion, which is now ſo happily planted 
in theſe Nations, and which coſt our Chri- 
ſtian Anceſtors ſo much pains, and (as may 


be faid) ſo much Blood in holy Marty rdoms 


to accompliſh it. | 
| 23 By: 
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But to return to our Author. Soon after 
this Diſpute, or Skirmiſh, before- mentio- 
ned, he Dedicated a ſmall Treatiſe to his 


Lord, againſt prophane Scoffing at Reli- 


gion, which moſt probably was occaſion d 


by the Story now told, and who had fre- 


quent Opportunities to ſee how that viti- 
ous Humour prevail'd among ſome witty 


| Perſons, and what Endeavours were uſed 


ro engage the great Men on their ſide, and 
bring them to their Party. This he 
wa:ched againſt, and oppoled with all pru- 
dence and diſcretion, whilſt he continued 
in that Great Family, which was about 
two Years ; and then removed to Kirkby, a 
Rectory in the County of Nottingham, | 
which he had been pretented to by his 
Noble Lord, e 1 


He found a Pariſh in miſerable Diſorder, 
and the fad Effects of the Civil War were 
too notoriouſly ſeen in it, as he hath been 
often heard to complain: Several that had 
been Soldiers and Officers in the Parlia- 
ment-Army then liv'd in the ſaid Town, 
jeven'd with Antinimian Principles, and had | 
corrupted others; and who ſhew'd the grea- | 
reſt diſlike to rhe Settlement of the Mo- 
narchy and Church again upon their anci- | 


ent Foundations, which gave no ſmall Di- 


ſturbance to this good Man. And yet by 


a prudent Management of Affairs, ſeaſon- 
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able Applications, and a mild and gentle 
Behaviour towards them, he wrought a ve- 
ry great Reformation in few Years ; and 
many of thoſe that had profeſs'd the'grea- 
teſt Averſion to the Eſtabliſhment of the; 
Church, became hearty Friends to it, and 


were thoroughly Reconcil'd to the Conſti- 


tuions and Orders of it; inſomuch that in 
the laſt Thirty Years of his Life at Xirkby, 
(a pretty large Country Pariſh ) he did not 
believe that he had three Diſſenters in it. 


Notwithſtanding this his great Service 
to the Church, he had the Misfortune to 


be repreſented as no real Friend to it, and 


too great a favourer of thoſe that diſſent 
from it; and how far theſe Reports were 
ſpread to his diſadvantage, was very well 
known to many, inſomuch that he was not 
thought worthy of a ſmall Dignity in the 
Church. But the preſent Lord Arch-Biſhop 
of Tork (who is a true Judge ot neglected 
Worth) knew him better, and ſoon after 
his Conſecration deſign d him a Prebend in 
the Church of Southwell; and he was Col- 
lated to one in the Year 1693 ; which the 
ood Man was not deſirous of, and would 
ave reſign d it afterwards, becauſe his In- 


3 firmities (as he modeſtly judged ) would 


not permit him to artend the Service and 
Buſineſs of the faid Church ; but the good 
01451: $1968 1:0 Arch- 
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The PREFACE. 
Arch-Biſhop would not ſuffer his Modeſty 
to prevail, 


This help'd to raiſe his Reputation, - 
and was the Cauſe of making ſome of his 
former Detractors believe that he was not 
the Man they had taken him for. And if 
Clergy-Men, without any juſt Cauſe, muſt 
be thus miſrepreſented and ſtigmatiz'd, 
who can help it? It was his comfort that 
he ſufter'd, in this point, with ſome of the 
beſt and wiſeſt Men that our Church hath 
been honoured with, 


Thar he ſometimes convers'd with Diſſen- 
ters, and treated them with Humanity and 
Kindneſs, is confeſled by his Friends, but 
that he betrayed the Intereſt of the Church 
in any particular, or ſhew'd any diſlike ta 
its regular Conſtitutions, is denied. His 
buſinets was to gain Difſenters by all the 
prudent and wiſe Methods of Reconciliati- 
on : He knew how to make Allowances to 
the Prejudices of Education, and to thoſe 
miftaken Opinions which Men have been 
long accuſtomed to; he knew how to go- 
vern himſelf towards them, and what gen- 
rle Methods were required, in order to their 
Conviction: Yet notwithſtanding the Union 
and Peace of the Church he eſteemed fo pre- 
cious a Jewel, and ſo neceſſary to be preſer- 
ved, that he has been ſeen to be a little _ 
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The PREFACE. 

neſt upon this Point, that the main body of 
Diſſenters, eſpecially their Miniſters, did 
not contribute more to the better and more 
firm Eſtabliſhment of them. Not bur he 
thought ſomething might be done on the. 
Churche's part, in the Methods of Conde- 
ſcention and Love, to procure ſo great a Bleſ- 
ſing to it, without intrenching too much 
upon its Conſtitution. 


Soon after his Settling at Xirkby, he was 
Married to the Daughter of Sir 7bomas Re- 
mington of Lond, in the Eaſi-Riding of Tork- 
ſhire, by whom he had four Sons, and one 
Daughter; two Sons, and the Daughter, do 
only now Survive. 


In July 1691 his Wife died, and from that 
Stroke his greater Infirmitics ( which after- 
wards fell on him) were dated : His Con- 
ſtirution was always crazy and infirm, and 
which might be occaſion'd by his very hard 
Studying, who ſeldom ſlept above 4 or 5 
Hours in the Night, and moſt uſually got 
to his Stud by 4 of the Clock in the 
Morning, both in Winter and Summer. 
He continued to do ſo, till within very few 


Years of his Death. So that he may be 


reckoned in the Number of the greateſt Stu- 
dents; and whoſe indefatigable Induſtry 
appears from the great Number of Manu. 


3 {cripts, of ſeveral kinds, which he hath left 


behind 
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The PREFACE. 
behind him; having much addicted himſelf 
to Compoſures. | 


The Reading the Holy Scriptures, and 
conſidering the true Senſe and Meaning of 
them, was that which he chiefly delighted 
in; and, if the old Saying is true, -— 
Bonus Scriptuarins eſt. bonus Theologus—— | 


- 


he might juſtly be eſteemed one of the beſt | 


of our Divines. In all the uſeful and neceſ- 
fary Parts of Learning he was very well 
vers d, though leaſt of all in the Critical 
part, which, a long Confinement to a Coun- 
try Pariſh, might occaſion. | 


| \ | 
His Talent in Poetry was not inconſide- 


rable, as appears from ſome Manuſcripts of 


his in that kind, fair, and correct, as 
though they had been deſigned for the 
Uo i 


He was a Courteous and good Natured- | 
Man, and of a very pleaſant and chearful 
Temper, nothing of Sourneſs or Morofeneſs | 


in it; though his Countenance, and hard 


Studying, might preſage the contrary. 


The Inſtruction of fome Gentlemen's | 
Sons in his own Family, was an Employ- 
ment which, for ſome Years, he was wil | 
ling to undertake; and, among other things, 
it was his particular Care to form their | 


| Minds 
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The PREFACE. 
Minds to a ſober Senſe of Religion betimes ; 
which ſeveral have found the benefic of. 


He was likewiſe of a moſt communica- 
tive Temper (the peculiar Excellency of a 
Schollar. ) He could fay as pleaſant things 
as any one, when he had a mind to give 
himſelf the liberty of any facetious Diſ- 
courſe ; but yet what was ever tempered 
with Innocence and Gravity. | 


He delighted to converſe with Schollars : 
He was an Encourager of young Divines, ſo 
obliging in his Temper to them, ſo ready 
to inſtru them, and ſo willing to reſolve 
their Doubts and Scruples when propoun- 
ded, that no one went from him, but with 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction. In any Matter 
of Diſputation, or Argument, no one more 
free from Paſſion or Poſitiveneſs; no one 
more happy in Delivering himſelf, and in a 
way both of Argument and Speech, that 
both Entertain d and Convinc d: In chis 
we appeal to all that knew him, and, in a- 
ny familiar manner, Convers d with him. 
In a word, he was a moſt uſeful Perſon, 
and a very great Bleſſing to the Neighbour- 
hood, eſpecially to his Brethren the Cler- 
gy ; and his whole Converſation was Sin- 
cere and Honeſt, Diſcreet and Prudent, Grave 
e Eo 
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We ſhall not pretend to give a perfect 
Drauglit of the Moral Improvements of his 
Mind; his Piety and Devotion towards 
God, his Friendſhip and Charity to Men, 
his Humility and Sobricty towards himſelf, 
( of which his Life was one entire piece, 
and continued Teſtimony ) were eminent- 
Iy known. 


This may be ſaid of his Charity and Tem- 
- perance in particular, that he was never want- 
ing in any of the Duties or good Offices of 
the firſt, being of a very Kind and Sympathi- 
Zing Diſpoſition, to all under any Cala mity 
or Neceſlity ; and of the latter Vertue he was 
a very rare Example, abſtaining from all ſorts 
of Drink that were ſtrong, and his Eating 
was, in the general Courſe of his Life, a 
fort of Abſtinence from Fleſh Meats, and 
which he very ſparingly fed upon: He 
thought his Conſtitution required all this 
from him, though probably he might be 
miſtaken in it. 


His Labours in Preaching, Catechiſing, 
and Viſiting the Sick, were extraordinary, 
and beyond moſt Examples, which his 
whole Pariſh can give Witneſs to; and ſuch 
a God-like Temper and Diſpoſition appeared 
in every Thing that he Said, or Did, that 
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it commanded Reſpect and Veneration from 
all, In a word, it muſt be own'd, that 
ſcarce ever was known a better Man, or a 
more ſincere Chriſtian. MS. £11012 GLOVE 
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His Death ( which he was the better pre- 
pared for by a lingring Illneſs) was atten- 
ded with all the Tokens of an Humble and 
Devout Soul, and a Spirit entirely reſign d 
up to God: The Prayers of the Church 
(which he valued above all others) were 
to his laſt. Minutes conſtantly made uſe of, 
and he receiv'd the Holy Sacrament ſeveral 
times, ( having always had a Monthly Sa- 
crament in his Church) and during the 
whole Courſe of his Sickneſs, as well as at 
his Departure, ſuch a Power and Preſence 
of God's good Spirit. ſeemd to be 
afforded him, that it was the greateſt Eaſe 
and Pleaſure to him to Die; and all Doubt- 
fulneſs and Uncertainty, concerning his e- 
verlaſting State, was, with true Reaſon, 
* upon good Grounds, removed from 
im. * 


| Upon the 28th. of June 1700 he Depar- 
ted this Life, to the great Sorrow of 15 
Relations and Friends, but to his Eternal 
Joy and Gain: 


. N ark the P erfeft Mam, and behold the 
Upright ; for the End of that Man 
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ar- Frhe following VERSES were ſent from 
his a Relation of the Authors, which he de- 

ſired might be inſerted in this Volume of 

his WORKS. 


nal 


the 
an In obitum Viri admodumReverendi 


CLEMENTIS ELLISIL. 


the 


(Chriſti 
Nos Conſanguineos, conjunflos ſanguine 


Nec varii Caſus, nec Mors devellere paſſit. 


0 Amor ! ardentem rapias ad Sidera Mentem, 
Iiſerat iſta ſuos Animis Czleſtibus Ignes. 
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